
CRITIQUES
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- Refer to the character in the story as the
‘character’

- Don’t start your comments with the word
“you.” Always refer to the piece, the sentence,
the paragraph, the prose, or the narrative

- Be respectful. Be honest

- Respect the time limits; others want to have
their say, too

- When one person is speaking, please hold your
comments until it is your turn

- Write your name and the date on the person’s
paper, and any comments you may have

 reading what
 you want, (see below).

 on which you want
 (e.g. grammar, setting, character

development, etc), please let the group know.
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LEVELS OF FEEDBACK
 Feedback will include comments on the overall piece including grammar, sentence

structure, story sense and story elements. Participants will limit their comments to
a) One or more thing(s) they liked

b) ONE thing that MAY need work

 Feedback will include comments on the overall piece including grammar, sentence
structure, story sense and story elements. Participants will limit their comments to
a) One or more thing(s) they liked

b) NO MORE THAN THREE things that need work

Feedback will include comments on the overall piece including grammar, sentence structure,
story sense and story elements. Participants will not limit their comments but will respectfully suggest
possible changes, corrections, etc. and give one or more comments on what they like.



a) Your first pieces of writing will be close to your heart. Don’t seek feedback until you are ready.

b) Listen to what the person is saying. It helps to jot down notes or questions.

c) Try not to speak (this is hard because you will want to jump in.) Look at why someone is commenting on that
aspect of your story. Maybe something else isn’t clear. Ask for clarification later if you need it.

d) Not everyone will like your writing, but that does not mean your talent is erased or diminished.

e) Take the critique in the spirit in which it is given. The giver is simply trying to help you become a better writer.

f) Be aware of your own style. Some people will give you critique based on their style, which may not be the same as
yours.

g) Writing is subjective and personal—there are positive elements in every piece of work. Keep in mind that we all start
somewhere.

h) Value honesty. Often your family and friends are afraid to tell you the blunt truth. More often, your family and
friends are not writers, and may not know how to give a critique.

i) Quid pro quo. Part of getting helpful criticism is dispensing it to others.

j) LISTEN to the feedback and, even when you don’t agree, take note of it. If more than one person has the same
critique issue, you may want to review the issue in question.

k) Don’t expect criticism to be easy. It will hurt. Learn how to put away your wounded pride and be objective.

l) If you are feeling the sting, let it ride. It’s really part of the process.

m) Take your notes home and sleep on them. ALWAYS!

n) In the morning, re-read your notes, revisit your thoughts, etc. from the day before and you will find that you can
look at the critique in a more objective way.

o) Then, start revising. Look at each suggestion and comment from your critique, and decide if it is something you
want to consider, or not.

p) The writing is yours. Don’t give other people’s opinions more weight than your own.

q) Don’t let a bruised ego stop you from writing. We are here to learn from each other.

r) Don’t be afraid to bring your piece of writing back multiple times until you are satisfied it is finished.

Parts of this material has been summarized from the works of Monique van den Berg. http://www.absolutewrite.com/specialty_writing/criticism.htm

TRY TO REMEMBER THAT
WHEN YOU RECEIVE FEEDBACK:



WHEN YOU RECEIVE FEEDBACK:

“CRITICISM, LIKE RAIN,
SHOULD BE GENTLE

ENOUGH TO NOURISH A
MAN'S GROWTH WITHOUT
DESTROYING HIS ROOTS.”

FRANK A. CLARK
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